
 

10 Answers to the Question: Why Join Rotary? 

1. Friendship: In an increasingly complex world, Rotary provides one of the most basic human 

needs: the need for friendship and fellowship. It is one of two reasons why Rotary began in 

1905. 

2. Business Development: The second original reason for Rotary’s beginning is business 

development. Everyone needs to network. Rotary consists of a cross section of every business 

community. Its members come from all walks of life. Rotarians help each other and collectively 

help others. 

3. Personal Growth and Development: Membership in Rotary continues one’s growth and 

education in human relations and personal development. 

4. Fun: Rotary is fun. Each meeting is fun. The club projects are fun. Social activities are fun. The 

service is fun. 

5. International Awareness: Rotary has 31,000 clubs in over 160 countries. Rotarians gain an 

understanding of humanitarian issues through service projects and exchange programs. 

6. Leadership Development: Rotary is an organization of leaders and successful people. Serving 

in Rotary positions is like a college education. Leadership: learning how to motivate, influence 

and lead leaders. 

7. Ethical Environment: Encouraging high ethical standards in one’s profession and respect for 

all worthy vocations has been a hallmark of Rotary from its earliest days. Rotarians abide by The 

Four-Way Test - Of the things we think, say or do: 

i. Is it the truth? 

ii. Is it fair to all concerned? 

iii. Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

iv. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

8. Cultural Awareness: Around the world, practically every religion, country, culture, race, creed, 

political persuasion, language, color and ethnic identity is found in Rotary. Rotarians become 

aware of their cultures and learn to love and work with people everywhere. 

9. Prestige: Rotary members are prominent people. They are leaders of business, the professions, 

art, government, sports, military, religion and all disciplines. Rotary is the oldest and most 

prestigious service club in the world. 

10. The Opportunity to Serve: Rotary is a service club. This is perhaps the best reason for 

becoming a Rotarian: the chance to do something for somebody else and to sense the self-

fulfillment that comes in the process and return of that satisfaction to one’s own life. It is richly 

rewarding.  


